Study: Teens leave churches seen
as judgmental, unfriendly
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finds that they view churches as

judgmental, ov ective, exclu-
sive and unfriendly toward doubt-

ers. They also consi ega-
tions antagonistic to science and
gay their Christian experience has
been shallow.

The findings, the result of a
five-year study, are featured in You
Lost Me: Why Young Christians
are Leaving Church and Rethink-
ing Faith, a book by Barna presi-
dent David Kinnaman. The project
included a study of 1,296 young
adults who were current or former
churchgoers.

Researchers found that almost
three out of five young Christians

(59 percent) leave church life either
_permanently or for an extended
period of time after age 15.

__One in four 18- to 29-year-olds

_said “Christians demonize every-
thing outside of the church.” One in

three said “church is boring.”

Clashes betwe iwrch expec-

they ‘*have made mistakes and feel

judged in church hecause of them.”
And 40 percent of 18- to 29-year-

old Roman Catholics said their
church’s doctrine on sexuality and
birth control is “out of date.”
Kinnaman called the problem of
young dropouts from church “par-
ticularly urgent” since many con-
gregations are used to “traditional”
young adults who leave home, get
educated, find a job and start a fam-

ily before age 30.
“Churches t ed to
handle the new normal.” said Kin-

naman. “However, the world for
young adults is changing in signifi-
cantways, such as their remarkable
access to the world and worldviews
via technology, their alienation
from various institutions, and their
skepticism toward external sources
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and the Bible.”
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