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“Making known
God’s deeds
among us.”
Isaiah 12:4

October 2016
Pastor’s Epistle

Our
Mission Statement
Called by Christ to love
God & neighbor
through deepening prayer,
broadening fellowship,
and expanding worship.

“In this is love, not
that we loved God but
that he loved us and
sent his Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for
our sins. Beloved,
since God loves us so
much, we also ought
to love one another.”
I John 4:10-11

Dear fellow disciples in Christ,
Grace and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
Every October, we celebration the anniversary of the Reformation. Martin Luther, a
Roman Catholic monk, nailed 95 theses (ideas for discussion) onto the church door
October 31st, 1517. What followed this seemingly normal event revolutionized the
world and changed the Church universal forever. But what has happened since
then? How has the Body of Christ become stronger/weaker as a result of the Reformation, and what might we continue to do going forward?
In preparation for the 500th anniversary of the Reformation in 2017, I ordered 2
books suggested by the ELCA, which might be used for ecumenical discussions next
year: “One Hope: Re-Membering the Body of Christ” written by 3 Roman Catholic
and 3 Lutheran scholars and pastoral leaders in collaboration, and “Declaration on
the Way: Church, Ministry, and Eucharist” a celebration of 50 years of LutheranCatholic dialogues. Father Mike Volkmer, of St. Mary’s here in town, and I hope to
put together some Lutheran-Catholic dialogues, based on these books, on the local
level, in 2017. As we develop this material, you will be hearing more about the dialogues and how might participate.
In addition to these 2 books, I received an updated study edition of Luther’s Small
Catechism. In browsing through the little book, I came across Luther’s “Household
Chart of Some Bible Passages” and their subsequent explanation. In particular, the
explanation of Martin Luther’s view on what happens to us through baptism into
Christ and its effect in our personal and communal relationships has merit for today’s world as well:
“For Martin Luther the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, to which we are joined
in our baptisms, frees us from having to impress God with who we are or what we
do. By faith in God’s promise in Christ we are free to serve our neighbor, not by escaping this world to live among “ religious people”, but by living our everyday lives.
Thus Luther calls daily life a “holy order and estate”. He divides life up into three
arenas: church, society, and household. This last arena includes what we call the
workplace, since in Luther’s day most people lived and worked in the same place.”

Continued from page 1

What do you think about your daily life as a “holy order and estate”? What do you think makes your
day holy? Walking with Jesus every day? Being lead by the Holy Spirit? Maybe you pray on the way to
work, as you rise from bed, or go to sleep at night, or speak words of encouragement, hold someone
accountable, take care of animals or fields of crops, or nurse sick children, fix meals, clean the house,
etc? As you go about your day, do you think about God’s presence? Are you aware of Christ in the
person you face across the counter, the room, or the parking lot?
The Small Catechism has been around for centuries, and yet God is still at work through this timeless
small book that instructs us on how to be a disciple in Christ and serve the world in his name. As we
prepare to re-examine the history of our denomination, may each of us commit ourselves to participate
in at least one of the events offered. May Christ continue to reform us into his likeness. The world we
live in needs strong, articulate, and faithful Jesus followers who will continue to be bold in their speech
and in their service to others.
Walking with you along the WAY – Pr. Nancy

On October 30 this year we will observe Reformation Day.

Page 2

St. Paul’s Shut-ins:
Bob & Ruth Johnson

RECENT PRAYERS
Mary Carder
Ruth Ella Gardner
Margaret Jordan
Mike Judge
Cora Leshin
Richard McDonough
Karen Moon
Cathy Tietje Osmundson
Leo Oye
Gary Perry
Gerry Rockwell
Lester Rue
Travis Rummans
Scott Sanger
Ron Shivvers
Donna Stafford
Greg Tilton
Fred Witte
=============
(2015)
Linda Ulrich Johnson
Ella Teno
=================

Education/
Prayer Team

Continuing Prayers
(2014)
Sharon Glenn
Nick Griffin
Pat Mason
Dr. Marridee Randall
Devin Sinclair

Continuing Prayers
Brantley Hemann
Laura Moore
Trisha Raven
Bert Whitlock
=============

WELCA Bible Study:

Wednesday, Oct. 12 at 11:00 Fall
2016: When God’s not fair-Coming to terms with a merciful
God
Session 2: Jesus and the evil
eye: when God blesses the undeserving.

Our Sympathy goes out to the Perry & Clouse families and
friends who mourn the loss of Deloris Perry; who died on
Sept. 27.
May they find comfort in the hope of eternal life.

Building Faith Through Family Huddles
Watch for dates of coming mission activities/
visits:
Leisure Lounge, Monroe Co. Rest Home,
Helping Hands, etc.

Education Meeting: Please attend a meeting
on October 23 after worship to discuss your
thoughts regarding Confirmation Classes that
will start in the Fall of 2017. Parents are asked
to attend if they are able.
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Senior Fellowship

Fellowship Team
Ministries

Pot-luck Luncheon: On Weds. Oct. 5 at 11:00 am. We will be playing a
dice game. Bring a white elephant item for prizes.

WOMEN of the ELCA
Monthly Meeting, Thurs., Oct. 27 at 7 pm. Our Hostess will
Sunday Brunch

be Gloria Smallwood. We will have a spooktacular meeting;
costumes optional.
WELCA Bible Study: Weds., Oct. 12 at 11:00 am.
(See more info on pg 3)

WELCA Fall Cluster 9 Gathering: Oct. 8 at First Lutheran Church

October 16

Birthdays
Stacy Johnson
6. Cody Simmons
8. Charles Smallwood
8. Laura Clouse
12. Quentin Lee Butler
14. Lana Kaldenberg
14. Tonya Tangie
16. Pamela Butler
17. Morgan Sherman
20. Martin Reed
23. Marilyn Woods
29 . Clark Matthew Sherman

in Chariton. Coffee hour & registration begins at 8:30 am with the meeting at 9 am with a soup luncheon at Noon. The theme is Traveling in
Paul’s Steps by Gayle Bortz. $5.00 registration fee. See Anita Simmons
if you want to attend and for car pooling.

Anniversaries

2.
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13. Kara & Brandon Tomlin
20. Matt & Stacey Johnson

Baptismal Birthdays
8. Steve Larson
11. Julie Stocker
12. Joyce Tangie
12. Mary Ann (Preston)
Hatfield
17. Jenah(Duea) Smith
26. Ryan Preston
27. Richard James
27. Royce Foster
28. Anita Simmons
Phillip Clouse

Council
Council Meeting:
Sunday, Oct. 16 at 10:30

Council Note: over the Summer months our weekly giving
has been very low and we are not meeting our weekly budget
amount; please prayfully consider catching up, if you have
been absent during the Summer.
Remember we do have Auto-Tithe available; this is a good
way to make sure the amount you want to give to St. Paul’s
get there when you are not able to attend church.

Conference 9 Annual Assembly:
Sunday, October 2 at 3 pm. Everyone is encouraged
to join us for worship and fellowship with other
pastors and congregation members from our
conference. St. Paul’s will be hosting this event.

Radio Broadcast St. Paul’s worship service is broadcast each Sunday on
KIIC (96.7 FM ) during their Sunday Son—Up programs starting at 8:00 am.

WEB SITE:Check out St. Paul’s Web site at http://www.splalbia.org.
You will find our newsletters, calendar and recipe. Please send the office
anything you would like to share on our web site.

REMINDER: Daylight Savings Time Ends.
We Will Fall Back the first Saturday on November 6th.

==========================================================================
Thank you to everyone who has helped keep the church property
looking great all summer.
We still have a couple of months to go before the snow flies and will need your
continued help for the fall months to keep up the church grounds. Please put your
name on the sign-up sheet if you can help.
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MISSIONS TASK FORCE

Boxes of Hope Continuing Mission: for the Albia Ministerial Emergency Assistance Office.
Items that are in the greatest demand are:
All-purpose cleaning products
Bathroom cleaners
Dish soap
Body wash (not bar soap)
Toilet paper
Shampoo
A Volunteer from the Emergency Assistance Office asked us for special help; “We desperately need men & women’s
deodorant, toothpaste, shampoo and laundry detergent. The word has been passed around that the Emergency office
has the above items and we can’t keep things on the shelves.”

ALBIA SENIOR LEISURE LOUNGE NEEDS YOUR HELP: they
need volunteers for their Senior Nutrition Home Delivered Meal service.
They can use you if you are able to give 1 – 1 ¼ hour of a day weekly,
every other week, or as often as they are able. Our service is MondayFriday. Even substitutes are essential. Delivery is approximately between
10:30 – 11:30. Please call 641-932-5198 and ask for Carla, M-F between 7
am -1 pm , or call 855-410-6222 and ask for (Pam Taylor) or Pam O’Leary.

God’s Grace is Free—————— Community Free Spaghetti Supper
THANK YOU
Our 4th Annual Free Spaghetti meal was a great success. The best one so far. We had 135 people who
enjoyed food and fellowship. The Mission Task Force would like to thank everyone who helped with this
event: servers, cooks, set-up & clean-up crews and those who donated items. Without you we could not put
on the event.
We want to thank Thrivent Financial for providing fund through the Action Teams for this event as well.
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Sunday Worship Servers
Altar Guild:

Linda Preston & Sharon Wilkin

Oct. 2

Worship Assistant:
Ushers/Greeters:
Lector

Gail Clouse
Hemann Family
Gail Clouse

Oct. 9

Worship Assistant:
Ushers/Greeters:
Lector

Marilyn Woods
??????
????????

Oct. 16

Worship Assistant:
Ushers/Greeters:
Lector:

Marilyn Woods
??????
????????

Worship Assistant:
Usher/Greeter:
Lector:

Anita Simmons
Harold & Mardyll Benson
Anita Simmons

Worship Assistant:
Usher/Greeter:
Lector:

Marilyn Woods
Charlie & Gloria Smallwood
Anita Simmons

Oct. 23

Oct. 30

Worship Team
Ministries

Choir
8:15 am
Oct. 2

Practice

Oct. 9

Practice

Oct. 16 NO Practice
Oct. 23

Practice

Oct. 30 TBA
Schedule for October
Oct. 2

Grayson light & put out the candles
Morgan collect communion cups

Oct. 9

Nikko light & put out the candles
Lydia collect communion cups

Oct. 16

Sophie light & put out the candles
Parker collect communion cups

Oct. 23

Morgan light & put out the candles
Grayson collect communion cups

Oct. 30

Lydia Light & put out the candles
Nikko collect communion cups

SATURDAY EVENING WORSHIP

Everyone is welcome to
join us as we share God’s
message through music.

Sunday Worship
9:00 am

October 1st & 15th Worship will be at 6:30 pm
with Holy Communion.
We will be having Saturday worship on the 1st and 3rd Saturday’s of
the month. We hope to continue with Saturday worship through the
end of the year; but we would have to have a maintained attendance
of 9 people to continue.
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St. Paul's Lutheran Church
335 North Eighth Street
Albia, IA 52531

Phone: 641-932-7270
Email: splalbia@iowatelecom.net

Web Site—http://www.splalbia.org
Office Hours: Tues.-Weds.-Thurs.
9 am-2 pm

Place Mailing Label Here

Get your newsletter by e-mail and in color. Send your e-mail address to the church office.

Links:

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
The Southeast Iowa Synod of the ELCA

www.elca.org
www.seiasynod.org

EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE OFFICE HOURS: Monday 9:30 –11:30 am & 1-3 pm
Wednesday 10 am—Noon & 1—3 pm
Friday 9 am—Noon
=============================================================================================

Monroe Co. Hospital Auxiliary Bake Sale: Thursday, Oct. 6 from 6 am—11 am.
Wellness Health Fair also during that time.

Fish Fry: Albia American Legion will be having a fish fry on Oct. 6 from 5-7 pm.
Free will donations.

Healing Hearts Kid’s Grief Camp: October 8, 2016 from 10 am—3 pm at Trinity Family
Life Center. See flyer in entry for more information.

St. Peter's Fall Dinner & Auction: Sunday, October 9, 2016, Dinner 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
603 W. 6th St., Lovilia. Menu includes choice of roast beef or ham, beef and homemade noodles,
mashed potatoes and gravy, green beans, coleslaw, dinner roll and homemade pie and desserts. Adults
$10.00 * Kids 4 - 12 yrs. old $5.00 * 3 and under are Free

HCI Care Services: is holding an educational grief support group, “Understanding Your Grief”
beginning Thursday Oct. 13 for 8 weeks. Location: First Christian Church from 6 –7:30 pm.
Registration: 932-1701 or (641)856-5502

