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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Spring has finally sprung – thank you God!  And with spring comes new life – green 
grass, wild flowers, farmers preparing fields for planting – life is everywhere.  What a 
wonderful God to place us in this amazing world where life and love abounds!  Praise 
God for all of his tender love and kindness. 
 

In 1 John 3. 16-17 we read, “We know love by this, that he [Jesus] laid down his life for 
us – and we ought to lay down our lives for one another.  How does God’s love abide in 
anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses to 
help?” 
 

1 John is a letter to us explaining God’s great sacrificial love for all people.  The writer 
admonishes the reader to remember that being born in Christ means that Christ is part of 
our very being – physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually.  To be a Christian 
means to become more like Christ and less and less like the world, the culture within 
which we live and minister.  We grow into Christ extending compassion without  
judgment, understanding without ridicule, sacrifice without complaint, and acceptance 
without denunciation. 
 

Sounds like a ridiculously difficult effort on our part?  Yes it does . . .but it is the Spirit 
of Christ’s self alive in us recreating us to be God’s children that makes our life in the 
world filled with meaning and purpose, uncluttered by the world’s expectations of 
greed, success, envy, strife, and superiority over others. We are free in Christ to be truly 
ourselves – and that, my friends, is true gift. 
 

And God does not leave us to our own devices in our daily walk along the Jesus WAY.  
God calls us to gather together to worship, to receive the gifts of salvation, forgiveness, 
and mercy through Holy Communion, to remember our Baptism.  Through our 
fellowship, we share each others’ joys and burdens and we are strengthened for the tasks 
we are called to do throughout the ensuing week.  God gathers us to practice loving each 
other in a safe environment so we can be strong in faith and take the risks God asks of 
us when we are in the world.  Our God is truly a loving and great God! 
 

Jesus IS the WAY, the truth, and the life – and those who believe in Christ as their  
Savior are alive IN Christ.  Jesus IS our WAY too – Let us walk together in the WAY of 
life – Jesus Christ – and bring God’s love into a hurting world. 
 

Walking the WAY with you – Pr. Nancy 
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Council Meeting Minutes Continued: 
Old Business cont. 
There is one more Red Maple at the parsonage that needs trimmed; it is close to the parsonage, the power 
lines, and the neighbor. 
 

New Business: 
Behruz Tajik supper is tonight; please come to support the cause. 
Church insurance- Anita is finding out more. 
 

Calendar Business:  
Holy Week Schedule- Movie and pizza after worship on Palm Sunday 
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday worship services 
Easter Sunday Service 
May 6 Grad Reception after worship 
May 7th- Pastor will be having knee surgery and will take at least  
         a week off to heal and will require two weeks of therapy. 
July 8th, meeting after service 
July 29th, Semi-annual Congregational Meeting 
Meeting adjourned—Minutes submitted by Amanda Thomas, Secretary                    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What:   Graduation Reception 
When:   Sunday, May 6 
Time:    After worship 
 

High School:   
Erin Heaton                 Parents: Wayne & Lynn Heaton                     Grandmother: Judy Van Polen  
Emily Hohneke           Parents: Rick & Jen Hohneke                         Grandparents: Ron & Betty Hohneke 
Ben Mason                  Parents: Ronda Mason & Kyle McCombs     Grandparents: Ron & Betty Hohneke 
 Elizabeth Moore        Parents: Mike & Natalie Moore                     Grandmother: Lana Kaldenberg 
Karter Spieler              Parents: Mike & Kay Spieler 
Jade Van Polen           Parents: Jeff & Michelle Van Polen               Grandmother: Judy Van Polen 
Samantha Nielson       Parents: Wayne & Shelly Nielson 
 

College:  
Emma Fuhs                 Parents: Andy & Veronica Fuhs                     Grandmother: Florence Heacock 
Becca Mason               Parents: Ronda Mason & Kyle McCombs     Grandparents: Ron & Betty Hohneke 
Tonya McEwen          Parents: Fred & Jo Diers 
Kaitlyn Spieler            Parents: Mike & Kay Spieler 
============================================================================ 

You are invited to a  
Graduation Party for  
Karter Spieler  
On Saturday, May 12  

            From noon—3 pm 
At his home: 2004 N. C Ave.  
            Lovilia 
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Albia High School 
Graduation: 
May 19 at 7 pm. 
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May 9 @ 11 am  
Multiple meanings: Learning from 
other interpretations by Mark Allan 
Powell 

Session two – Prepare the Way of the Lord 
(Luke 3:3-17) 

Parents Meeting: 
May 20 after  
worship.   
We will be discussing plans 

for a final Gathering and VBS planning. 

 
 
 
    Mark your calendar as VBS will be  
  July 9.  We will be doing a one day/all          
day event jointly with St. Mary’s.   
     Watch for more info to come. 
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WOMEN of the ELCA (WELCA)  
 

Our May meeting will be on Thursday, May 24. 
Our Hostess will be Marilyn Woods.  

 

We have a monthly Bible Study on Weds.,  
May 9 at 11 am. See more details on page 3. 
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Pot-luck Luncheon:        May 2 at 11:00 am. 
SPECIAL SPEAKER:  SEE PAGE 3 for more information. We have 
invited the  Albia community to join us.  Please make a little larger 
sized potluck dish than normal for our guests. 
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WELCA will be having a garage sale  
on June 9th;  as you start your spring 
cleaning, please set items aside for the sale .
(Please note we are unable to sell anything 
that needs repairs.)  We will be having a 
Bake Sale on that day as well. 
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Pastor Nancy out of the Office:  
She is scheduled for knee surgery 
Monday, May 7th, and will be out 
of the office through May 17th, but 
will be available in case of  
emergencies. Please keep her in 
your prayers for a swift and solid 
healing. 
 
Gloria out of the office: May 22-29 
 

MAY 13 

Pastor Nancy & Gloria 
will be attending the 
Synod Assembly on  
May 18 & 19. 
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church        Council Meeting Minutes              March 11, 2018 
 

Members Present:  Richard James, Ruth James, Stephanie Kelley, Pastor Nancy Reed, Anita Simmons, 
Amanda Thomas, Marilyn Woods 
 

Special Guest Presentation: Yosh explained his plan to build and install Little Free Libraries across the 
county.  He has already built some libraries and has run out of books and lumber.  He is asking for help in 
funding for scrap wood.  Curt and Richard announced that they would donate some treated wood which 
they already had on-hand.  Yosh’s goal is to build eight Little Libraries by early April.     
Approval of Agenda: Marilyn motions to approve; Amanda seconds; motion carries 
Approval of the last minutes: Stephanie motions to approve; Richard seconds; motion carries 
Pastoral Report: Significant worship events- please plan to attend Maundy Thursday and Good Friday 
worship services. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Giving was not great in February.  Anita was looking into the insurance coverage 
for the parsonage and will price it out and get back to us.   
 

Committee Reports:  
            Worship: Services on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday 
            Faith Formation: Council discussed the curriculum; is it working out at home? Next curriculum 
will be chosen with the older children in mind.  
            Fellowship: It was discussed that we need to do more things, like hold gatherings at the church to 
enjoy fellowship around the fire pit.  Richard and Ruth will host the first get together when warm weather 
arrives.  
            Missions: At this time, $690 has been raised for the water mission. Can we double that to meet the 
goal? Also, there is a food drive in May and June, and the backpack mission will begin in the Fall.   
            Property: Curtis fixed the restroom; Michael Thomas will assess the lighting needs of church.  He 
should talk with Richard about what he finds necessary.   
Memorial: Colleen Putnam and Larry Wilkin are on this committee; Larry is getting started on the Memo-
rial project.  
 

Old Business: 
Ruth called REC about any grants for lighting; we need to hire an electrician to get needs assessed; REC 
will tell us what the estimate and rebate might be.  
Furnace filters were replaced by Charlie- Thank you!  
There are four members scheduled to go off Council at the end of this year, including Karter Spieler. Any-
one interested in service, please let anyone on Council know.   

No Council Meeting in May 

 
 
 
 
 

 
St. Paul’s Council Reminder 

As we head into vacation  time, please  
faithfully remember your  

giving even in your absence.   
 

     You can also sign-up for Auto-Tithe to make       
            your giving even  easier all year long. 

Hard to believe that it is  yard work time already.  
Mowing & Property Upkeep WE NEED 
YOUR HELP:  If you can help with keeping the 
church property looking good, please sign-up on 

the sheet for mowing or trimming.  
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Boxes of Hope Continuing Mission: for the Emergency Assistance Office.   
Items that are in the greatest demand are:  

All-purpose cleaning products & Bathroom cleaners              
Dish soap             Laundry Detergent          
Toilet paper         Toothpaste                Shampoo 
 Men & Women Deodorant             Body wash (not bar soap)  

 These items can not be purchased with the SNAP card (food stamps) 
�
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> >>>>>>>>>>>>>>�
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                         WELCA May Food Baskets 
 
During the month of May we will be collecting non-perishable food for the Monroe Co. 
Helping Hands Food Bank.  Their shelves run low during the  
summer months. .  Items needed are things that kids can make (healthy items if possible):  

packages of mac & cheese                 hamburger helper,                             snack size crackers and cheese 
boxes of raisins                                   other noodle & rice sides that can be made in the microwave 
Canned soups                                     canned fruit                                        breakfast cereal          oranges 
Breakfast cereal                         Non refrigerated jell-o and pudding cups 
          You may want a head start on shopping for these items. 
 
 

 
 
============================================================== 
 
 
                                    Mission Project for Lent              
                              The WATER &  The WITNESS  
                        Our water bucket total is $1717.40 
 
            Thank you for your generous donations.   
            With your help many people around the world will get clean water.  
                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mission Task Force 
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             Altar Guild: Pat Johnson & Anita Simmons 
 

May 6               Worship Assistant:        Gail Clouse 
                          Ushers/Greeters:            Larry & Sharon Wilkin 
                          Lector:                           Gail Clouse 
 

May 13              Worship Assistant:        Marilyn Woods 
                           Ushers/Greeters:           Kelley Family 
                          Lector                            Marilyn Woods 
 

May 20              Worship Assistant:        Marilyn Woods 
                          Ushers/Greeters:            Tom & Linda Preston 
                          Lector                            Tom or Linda Preston 
 
 

May 27             Worship Assistant:        Anita Simmons 
                          Ushers/Greeters:            ????? 
                          Lector:                           Anita Simmons 
�

             Schedule for  May 
 

 
May 6                Parker light & put out the candles 
                          Sophie collect communion cups 
 

May 13              Eli light & put out the candles 
                          Morgan collect communion cups 
 

May 20              Nikko  light & put out the candles 
                          Lydia collect communion cups 
 

May 27              Sophie  light & put out the candles 
                          Parker collect communion cups 

 

May 6              Practice &  
                        Performance 
 
May 13           Practice 
 
 
Choir Bar-B-Q Picnic to be  
announce later in May. 

Pentecost Sunday May 20 
We encourage everyone to wear red on 
Pentecost. If you would like to bring a red 
flower to decorate the church, in memory 
of loved one, please sign-up on the sheet in 
the fellowship hall.  If you bring a flower, 

please take it home after worship; we are updating 
and simplifying around the  front sign this year and 
will not be planting flowers there this year. 

Guest Pastor on May 13. Pastor David 
Abrums will be our pulpit supply while 
Pastor Nancy is recovering from knee  
surgery. 

Usher & Lector rotation is on the table by the  bulletin/usher 
stand.  
Usher duty check list is behind the gray attendance book. 



EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE OFFICE HOURS:  Monday 9:30 –11:30 am & 1-3 pm 
Wednesday 10 am—Noon & 1—3 pm                           Friday 9 am—Noon 
============================================================================================= 

WEB SITE:Check out St. Paul’s Web site at http://www.splalbia.org.  
You will find our newsletters, calendar and recipe. Please send the office anything you would like to 
share on our web site. 

 
Radio Broadcast St. Paul’s worship service is broadcast each Sunday on  
KIIC (96.7 FM ) during their Sunday Son—Up programs starting at 8:00 am.   
 

 
 
HELP NEEDED: volunteers to deliver meals in the Albia area. Meals are picked up at the Leisure Lounge on  
Mon.-Fri. from 10:30 am – 12:30 pm.  More info on flyer in entry or call 932-5198. 
 
 

 
First Baptist Church in Albia is having a celebration  
of life and ministry on Sunday, May 20 at 4 pm.  Everyone is invited. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                                    
                                                                 Observed on May 28 
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Web Site—http://www.splalbia.org�
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