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“Making known
God’s deeds
among us.”
Isaiah 12:4

July 2015
Pastor’s Epistle

Our
Mission Statement
Called by Christ to love
God & neighbor
through deepening prayer,
broadening fellowship,
and expanding worship.

“In this is love, not
that we loved God but
that he loved us and
sent his Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for
our sins. Beloved,
since God loves us so
much, we also ought
to love one another.”
I John 4:10-11

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
A couple big possibilities are coming our way, which I and Council would like you to prayerfully consider:
Early in June, the Bike Path task force in Albia, consisting of Kevin Crall, Dan Tomititch and
Kevin Kness came and visited with our property committee about the proposed Bike Path expansion in
town. To be partially paid for by the Hotel/Motel tax and the local options sales tax, they wanted to
show us the proposed route for the 1st phase of the new path. The path would come west on “C” Avenue from 11th – 8th Ave; cross the street and go west between the brown house and Mick’s property
south of our parking lot, then angle NW along the west side of our property until it meets up with the
school’s property on the NW corner by the practice field and track. The city would need an easement
of 15’ along our property. Our insurance company said it would only cover any losses if there was a
formal easement agreement. This could be a good thing for St. Paul’s leading to greater exposure and
chances for witness.
St. Paul Lutheran Church in Ottumwa asked the SE Iowa Synod to speak to our Council
about the possibility of yoking with us. I first got wind of this during Synod Assembly the end of
May. On June 15th, Rev. Paul Ostrem, Assistant to the Bishop of the SE Iowa Synod, came and spoke
with the church council. We had a very animated and helpful conversation. Your church council decided it was worth considering further and is asking for your input.
We are in the very initial stages of any conversation. There are many aspects of this relation
ship which would need to be addressed:
What does each congregation expect of the pastor’s office?
How would the split between the 2 congregations be determined and which congregation
would get how much of the pastor’s time?
What ministries might we do together?
How does this affect how we worship? When we worship?
How might yoking together strengthen each congregation’s ministries and proclamation of
the gospel?
What does this mean for the church secretary, if anything?
How would finances be determined – who pays for what and at what percentage?
We know that God has called us to gather together in this time and place, for worship
and for service in the community. Can we prayerfully consider this possibility anew? Are we
willing and open to hear the call of God’s Spirit to be in a new relationship with our brothers
and sisters next door in Wapello County? I hope so.
Please bring your questions and comments, hopes and dreams to worship and to our
times of fellowship. Let’s talk with and listen to each other – maybe we can hear, see and
feel the direction God is calling us to follow in the future. We have a really good opportunity
to have these discussions coming Sunday, July 26th, immediately following the worship service. We will have our semi-annual Congregation meeting at that time. The purpose of that
meeting is to give a year-to-date report on the state of the congregation, and to open the floor
up for any questions or comments from all those in attendance. So I hope you will be there.
Walking with you along the WAY – Pr. Nancy

St. Paul’s Lutheran Council Minutes June 15, 2015
Members present: Pastor Nancy Reed, Lana Kaldenberg, Marilyn Woods, Kay Spieler, Anita Simmons, Richard
James, Gail Clouse, Amanda Thomas, and guest Paul Ostrem, Asst. to the Bishop, SE Iowa Synod
Devotions
Lana motioned to approve agenda, and Marilyn seconded. Motion carries.
Richard motioned to approve April minutes, and Gail seconded. Motion carries.
Guest speaker Paul Ostrem, Asst. to the Bishop, SE Iowa Synod shared a request from St. Paul in Ottumwa to
explore the possibility of sharing a pastor with our congregation.
Pastor’s Report: VBS to be held Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursday; Jessica Hemann organized it this year.
Treasurer’s Report: St. Paul’s finances are doing ok; donations for VBS helped out with the budget.
Committee Reports
Worship:
hymns for the next few months have been selected
Christian Ed: Pastor Nancy has Home Huddles curriculum prepared from September 13th to nearly all of
November. All Home Huddle materials should all be available by September 13th.
In late August or by the 1st of September a parent meeting will be held to orient parents and
families to the materials. Also, beginning in October, there will be monthly intergenerational
education offered.
Property:
Discussed the possibility of a bike path to be built behind St. Paul’s (the city’s continuation of the
existing path)
Ask McCombs to clean carpet in the fellowship hall
We discussed the chapel and are proposing the chapel be completed by the end of August or early
September. We will contact Greg Dorpinghaus about this proposal.
Missions:
Continue to collect water bottles for upcoming parade; continue to purchase items for the
Kindergarten backpacks; God’s Work, Our Hands t-shirt orders due July 1st; annual spaghetti
dinner to be held September 2nd
Old Business
Electronic Giving: $75, one-time set-up fee and a $10 monthly fee
Kay will look at the details of the contract and Anita will ask Dan Stocker to explain the electronic giving to the
congregation. Richard motioned to create an account for St. Paul’s electronic giving; Amanda seconded; motion
carried.
Committees need to send their meeting minutes to Gloria, and she will forward them to council to be reviewed
prior to meetings.
New Business
Upcoming July 26th Congregational Meeting; will need Treasurer’s Report for this meeting
Update of St. Paul of Ottumwa proposal
Electronic Banking
Update on bike path
Proposal for completing chapel
What to do with the big painting?
Next Council meeting will be Tuesday, June 30th, at 6:30 p.m.
Gail motions to adjourn meeting; Marilyn seconded; motion carries.
Amanda Thomas, Secretary

Page 2

RECENT PRAYERS (2015)
Rev. Eric Bogerd
Mary Datschefski
Roger Epperly
Martha McGlothen
Deloris Perry
Rosealee Rhodes
Lyle Spieler
Ella Teno

(2014)
Opal Bloomer
Vickie Buckingham
Addie Fausett
Sharon Glenn
Nick Griffin
Gary Hollst
Alyson Karl
Richard McDonough
Pat Mason
Amy Pottorff
Dr. Marridee Randall
Carol (Keegle) Reed
Devin Sinclair
Lyle Spieler
Jeff Stoffa
Frank Tharp
Paulette Williams
=================

St. Paul’s Shut-ins:
Bob & Ruth Johnson
Mary Carder

Education/
Prayer Team

Continuing Prayers
Alex Amante
Kevin Bunch
Brantley Hemann
Bryce Kroenecke
Marty Kroenecke
Loren Lettington
Laura Moore
Rhonda Morgan
Trisha Raven
Bert Whitlock
=============

NO Sunday School
during the Summer
Watch for more information on the
new format starting in the fall,
“HOME HUDDLE”.

WELCA Bible Study:
Wednesday, July 8 at 11:00 am.
“No Catchy Slogans,” looks at Scripture passages
about giving. “Giving money is an important
topic for Christians to consider. All congregations
need money to pay pastors, care for buildings, and
support ministries. All people need encouragement and guidance about their relationship to
money. Few things affect our daily life more. It
seems appropriate that the Bible gives so much
attention to money and giving. Yet, it’s too common to see Bible passages taken out of context,
turned into catchy slogans, and enforced as rules
that Christians should follow.”

Session 2: Be Like the Widow
What if Jesus is pointing to an injustice
in the story of the widow’s mite?
====================================

Faith Foundation Bible Study
“Reclaiming the “C” Word,
Daring to be Church Again”
We have postponed this Bible study till
fall. Watch for restarting date.

VBS: “Make a Joyful Noise unto the Lord”
THANK YOU
We appreciate all those who gave their time planning,
teaching/leading, all our helpers and all those who donated
items we needed to put on this years VBS. We had 12 children attend and they shared what they learned with the congregation on June 21st. It was a great experience.
Christian Ed.

See VBS photos on St.
Paul’s Website

Page 3

Senior Fellowship

Fellowship Team
Ministries

Pot-luck Luncheon: On Weds. July 1 at 11:00 am. We will play BINGO
this month bring a white elephant item for a prize.

WELCA
MEETING July 23 at 7:00 pm. Our hostesses are Anna PostHogeland and Evelyn Sharpe.

Sunday Brunch

WELCA Bible Study: Weds., July 8 at 11:00 am.
will be continued through the summer months. (See more info on pg 3)

July 26
Semi-Annual
Congregational Meeting

4.
11.
11.
13.
16.
18.
20.
22.
22.
26.
29.

Birthdays
Jani Dorpinghaus
Eric Freeman
Harper Darlene
Lettington
Daniel Ray
Dan Johnson
Harold Benson
Raychael Tilley
Kelly Bumpus
Gloria Smallwood
Cassie Smallwood
Colleen Putnam

RESTORATION DAY PIE BAKE SALE: Aug. 8
from 9 am –noon. We are selling slices of fruit pies
(nothing that would need to be refrigerated) this
year. Each slice will be individually wrapped the
night before on Fri. 8/7 at 6:30 pm.
Please sign-up for what flavor of pie you are able to bring.
There is a sign-up also for those who can help package the pie
slices on Fri. and those who are able to help sell the slices on Sat.

Anniversaries
Baptismal Birthdays
1.
Parker Hemann
8. Benjamin Mason
9. Bryan Raskie
21. Jani Dorpinghaus
29. Martin McCombs
Larry Wilkin

Dave & Karen McCombs
Tyler & Kelly Simmons
Harold & Sharon Peterson
Jacob & Jessica Hemann
Charlie & Gloria Smallwood
Mike & Cyndi Duea

WELCA Garage and Bake Sale: Thank you to everyone who
helped and donated items for the garage sale and bake sale. It was
a great success; $ 467.00 was made. We appreciated all those who
donated items, set-up and spent the day working and breaking
down after the sale. Special thank you to Karen Niebuhr for taking the leftover items away.

Council Reminder
Have a blessed and safe Summer.
Faithfully remember your giving
even in your absence.
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2.
10.
12.
14.
24.
28.

Council
SEMI-ANNUAL
Congregational
Meeting
Sunday, July 26
after worship
Council Meeting
To follow meeting.

Lawn Mowing: It’s that time of year again.
We need your help; please sign up to mow the
church’s lawn. If you do not have a riding lawn
mower to do the whole property; we can always
use people to help trim around trees and keep
the hedges trimmed.

Flower watering volunteers will be needed as the weather
warms up and there is no rain.
———————————————————————–

We appreciate all those who are helping keep our
church grounds looking good. Thank you.
Congregational Letter was sent VIA E-Mail on June 30 and was
mailed on 7/1/2015

AUTO-Tithe
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church is pleased to announce a new and convenient way for you to financially
support the church. It’s called Auto-Tithe. This is a great way to ensure that your budgeted donation is
made on a consistent basis. Most of us plan to donate a set amount either weekly or monthly. But what
happens when we aren’t able to attend Church on Sunday? Often times it is hard to get caught back up.
With Auto-Tithe, YOU can choose to have a set amount withdrawn from your account on a weekly OR
monthly basis. You’ll never fall behind. Your consistent donation will help the Church in managing the
budget.
This service won’t cost you anything. Simply stop by the church office and fill out a short enrollment
form. You list your name, bank routing number, account number, dollar amount and frequency. It’s that
easy. Once enrolled, your donation will continue until you notify us of any change. You can change the
amount or stop the auto process anytime, you just stop by the church office and fill out a new form. All
information would be keep confidential.
Weekly donations will come out of your account on Monday’s and the monthly donations will come out
on the 10th of every month.

Treasures’ up-date for the month of May
Monthly Budget $7851.00
May Offering & Income $6901.68
May Expenses $7690.67
Offering vs Expenses (6901.68 – 7690.67) = <$788.99> (in the red)
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MISSIONS TASK FORCE

SCHOOL SUPPLIES: St. Paul’s Mission’s Task Force decided to help the Monroe County
Ministerial Association again this year by filling school bags with school supplies for the
Albia Community School District’s 2015-20156 school year. The grades needed are k-8th
grade, and several congregations are participating.
St. Paul’s has signed up to fill 12 school bags for this fall’s kindergarten class. The supplies are as follows:
School box (6 x 8” – No Larger)
1 Roll of paper towels
2 water color paints
2 large boxes of Kleenex
1 pkg 8x12 color construction paper
Dixie Cups
Masking Tape

1 large eraser
12 large glue sticks
2 rolls of scotch tape
1 pkg Clorox wipes
5 pencils
Lunch sacks

1 box Crayola Classic Markers
Beach towel for resting
1 pair Fiskars scissors
1 bottle Elmer’s glue (4 oz.)
Zip lock baggies (any size)
Paper plates (any size)

We need all the supplies by the week of Aug. 4-8th so we can fill the bags and bless them on Sun. Aug. 9th.
The bags will then be delivered to the Kendall Administration Building and the school will get them to the
children. Thanks for all your assistance as we help out the many families who struggle in the fall to meet all
the requirements necessary to help their children have a successful experience in school.

Restoration Day Parade Float
(Saturday, Aug 8)
We are starting early this year to collect donations of water bottles to pass out at the
parade with our church information on them.
(Restoration days is 2 weeks earlier this year.)
Last year we were able to pass out 1,400 bottles of water. Bring in your water bottles any time to the church.
PARADE WALKERS NEEDED: please sign-up if you are able to walk the parade this year and hand out
the water. Meet at the church at 8:30 am.

Assistant Emergency Office Needs:
The shelves at our Ministerial Association Emergency Assistance Office are nearly empty. We have special
need for items which cannot be obtained by food stamps:
Personal hygiene for men and women: deodorants, bath soap, body wash, toothpaste, shampoo, etc.
Paper products: bathroom tissue, etc.
Baby products: diapers, etc.
Cleaning items: laundry detergent, dish soap, any cleaning products.
If you can help out in any way, items may be brought to St. Paul's for transport to the office, or may be taken
directly to the office at Trinity Methodist Family Life Center, Mondays, Wednesday, and Fridays @ 10:00 am.
Thank you so much.
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Worship Servers
Altar Guild:

Julie Stocker & Gail Clouse

July 5

Worship Assistant:
Ushers/Greeters:
Lector

Gail Clouse
????????
Gail Clouse

July 12

Worship Assistant:
Ushers/Greeters:
Lector

Marilyn Woods
Marilyn Johnson &
Lana Kaldenberg
Lana Kaldenberg

July 19

Worship Assistant:
Ushers/Greeters:
Lector:

Marilyn Woods
Kelley Family
?????????

July 26

Worship Assistant:
Usher/Greeter:
Lector:

Anita Simmons
Kelley Family
?????????

Sunday Worship 9:00 am
Adult Bible Study 10:20 am
Weds. Worship
7:00 pm

Summer Campfire Worship
WEDNESDAY at 7:00 pm.
This will be a very simple, relaxed worship where you are encouraged to bring
your lawn chairs.
Bring your own hot dogs and/or
marshmallows to roast after worship.

On Weds. May 27 the outdoor fire pit
memorial gift was dedicated in memory
of Bekah Sherman.

Worship Team
Ministries
FACES OF ST.
PAUL’S
We would like to update the photo
poster/member directory
that we had on the wall in the
fellowship hall.
We would be glad to take a new
photo of you (contact Colleen
Putnam to arrange for her to
take it) or if your photo we had
is still current we can use it or
you can bring a copy of a photo
you have from home.
Please help us to complete this
project so we can have the
photo up by September 1st.

Campfire Worship
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St. Paul's Lutheran Church
335 North Eighth Street
Albia, IA 52531

Phone: 641-932-7270
Email: splalbia@iowatelecom.net

Web Site—http://www.splalbia.org
Office Hours: Tues.-Weds.-Thurs.
9 am-2 pm

Place Mailing Label Here

Get your newsletter by e-mail and in color. Send your e-mail address to the church office.

Links:

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
The Southeast Iowa Synod of the ELCA

www.elca.org
www.seiasynod.org

Radio Broadcast St. Paul’s worship service is broadcast each Sunday on
KIIC (96.7 FM ) during their Sunday Son—Up programs starting at 8:00 am.
=================================================================================
EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE OFFICE HOURS: Monday 9:30 –11:30 am & 1-3 pm
Wednesday 10 am—Noon & 1—3 pm
Friday 9 am—Noon
=============================================================================================
WEB SITE:Check out St. Paul’s Web site at http://www.splalbia.org.
You will find our newsletters, calendar and recipe.
Please send any photos and recipes you would like to share and Martin Reed will add these to
St. Paul’s Web site.
Albia Ministerial Assoc. Blood Drive: Monday, July 6 form 3– 7 pm at Trinity United Methodist Church

Riverside Bible Camp up-coming Events (see flyers in entryway for more info)
Quilt Auction: Sat. Aug. 1
Riverside 5K walk/run: Sat. Aug. 1
Golf Classic: Sun. Aug. 28
Women’s Retreat: September 19-20

HAPPY 4th of July

