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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
What is Epiphany and/or an epiphany? According teriam-Webster’s Dictionary it is:

Epiphany: January 6 observed as a church festivabmmemoration of the coming of
the Magi as the first manifestation of Christ t@ tBentiles or in the Eastern Church in
commemoration of the baptism of Christ

2: an appearance or manifestation especially ofvindibeing

3a(1): a usually sudden manifestation or perceptibn o
the essential nature or meaning of shingt

(2): an intuitive grasp of reality through sotmi@g (such as an event)
usually simple and striking

(3): an illuminating discovery, realization, disclosure
b: a revealing scene or moment (https://www.merragbster.com/dictionary/epiphany)

As Lutherans, we have long celebrated both the apgece of the Magi and, more recently, the
Baptism of Our Lord (Sunday, Januar})7 As human beings, we have probably experienced
several “epiphanies” — those moments of an inteitijvasp of reality that hits us, or comes upon
us suddenly and with new meaning — an “ah-ha!” mom&uch an experience might be
remembered with great clarity many days, monthswan years later.

But “Epiphany” is a 6-8 week season of the churelaryimmediately after the 2-week season o
Christmas (interesting that Epiphany is actuallyarfger duration than Christmas . . .). We hay
the opportunity to re-discover Jesus as the SoBad on earth: calling disciples, healing the
lame, blind, deaf, the bleeding, the demon-possks&®eople marvel at his authority and are
drawn to him in new, unexpected ways. Crowds felloim, neglecting their work, and even

their families and/or other obligations in orderwitness the miracles and to hear his words.
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Now Epiphany is our time to open up to God’s Spastwe gather together to hear the words of
Jesus. Will we come for the” same-old-same-olddlt we expect to have our own epiphanies?
Will we be drawn to Jesus with our friends and idigrs to witness miracles and be touched by
the words of Christ? Will we renew our baptismvaess celebrate Christ’'s baptism? Will we be

healed while gathered around the Table of Chrighwiur sisters and brothers in Christ? When
we hear Jesus call us anew to be fishers of pedplee his disciples, will our answer be Yes!?

Mindfully participating the season of Epiphany pae@s us to grow deeper in our relationship
with Christ in Lent, which starts with Ash Wednegdaf February 14. We are ripe and ready tg
receive the call to greater repentance and opehddlessed gifts of forgiveness and
reconciliation. What a wonderful time to be aliveChrist Jesus!

So you can prepare for Epiphany, here are the Gdepsons for each Sunday after Epiphany:
January 7: Mark 1: 4-11// 14 - John 1: 43-51// Zi- Mark 1: 14-20
January 8- Mark 1: 21-28// February'4- Mark 1: 29-39// 11 — Mark 9:2-9.

Let us be open to the epiphanies God has in smredch of us.
Walking with you along the WAY — Pr. Nancy




Emmanuel — God With Us- by Nancy Phoenix Reed, 2015

Somewhere in the Middle East
Where bombs destroy hospitals and dshoo

And bullets rip through the bodies of men, womerd ehildren;
Right there in the midst of it all —

We remember the birth of a Savior boy-child -
Emmanuel — God with us —

Born to save the world.

Few notice or care — now or then;
Angels rush shepherds in to see him,
But who cares about shepherds?
Rich strangers arrive bearing gifts reserved fagg|
Bow to the ground extending their giiad depart —
People then, and now, return to their daily madness
Surviving in and sheltering from
The blistering and relentless realities of paiayfand suffering.

News travels fast — Herod is killing

All first-born male children 2 yearsl@nd under! RUN!
Refugees from violence and power,

The parents and this baby boy fleelstutsurvive.
Who will take them in?
“God will provide” we reply, and turn to the Comaipage.

Why does anyone care about this one boy?
Who is this boy to whom mysterious is¢fars give royal gifts,
Herod tries to kill, and shepherds &their flocks?
He is human — like us.
Those in power protect themselves from any thi@#teir power.
“Leave us alone — better him than us!” we cry.

We don’treally want to be confronted by this baby — this EmmanruglisJesus.
Who he is -
Why he came —
What he calls us to do —
Who he calls us to be.

We want him to be like usHe wants us to be like HIM




COME JOIN OUR

We will be using the same book as the other sessidhis session stands on its own; so yqu
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meeting for the next quarterly Gathering on Jaafté&r
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can join us even if you were not able to attendiipres sessions. If you need a book, let Pagtor

Nancy or Gloria know. Each church will host thereshments when we meet at their church.

Jan. 11 @ St. Mary’s  Introduction, Articles13 (pg 12/pgs 38-43)—Pr. Nancy
Jan. 18 @ St. Mary’'s  Articles 16-18 (pghii2fom of 43—top of 46)—Fr. Mike
Jan. 25 @ St. Mary’'s  Articles 19-20 (pgpB46—mid section 47)—Pr. Nancy
Feb.1 @ St. Paul's Articles 21-23 (3o 47— mid section 49)—Fr. Mike
Feb. 8 @ St. Paul's Articles 24-26 (8g18/pg 49— 54)—Pr. Nancy




Pot-luck Luncheon: January 3 at 11:00 am.

WOMEN of the ELCA
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Monthly Meeting will be on January 25
@ 7:00 pm. Gloria Smallwood will be our
hostess.

© Thank You to the Soup Lunch & Supper-
Candy & Bake Sale Folks.

What a great success this year; we served 127 medlthe generous
donations were&50.We greatly appreciate everyone who helped with
donating food item & desserts, setting up and clgarcooking the
soups & the dining room servers. Thank you alseveryone who baked
items made and wrapped candy for our sale. Thevias $867.Half of

the total $1217, WELCA will be donate to missionslanuary.
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Shrove
Tuesday

Strove Tuesday Pancake Supper
will be here before you know it.

Mark your calendar for Tuesday,
February 13.
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Council Meeting January 28
after the Annual Meeting.

Congregational Annual Meeting will be January 28 &er worship .

Sunday, January 28th, at the end of worship sergaaur Congregation Annual meet-

ing in which we review 2017 ministries, look forwlaio the new year of ministry and

service, and approve the 2018 Budget.

All worship attendees are invited to attend, buy &oting members, those who have

communed and given a contribution of record ingtrevious 12 consecutive months,
will be allowed to vote. After concluding the mewtiand worship, we will have o&unday Brunch.

We will also send out a letter, by snail mail or email, by January 14th, announcing this meeting.
Please watch for it.
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St. Paul’'s Church Council is looking for congregatmembers to be on council, as we have a cpu-
ple empty spots. If you volunteer to be a memibé¢in@ council, you can help shape the direction
of St. Paul’s, as well as help make decisionsad@iéet our Council President, Kay Spieler know
you would like to join the council.

if
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It's that time of year where we need to make swrecburch directory is current.

o Please let us know if you have a new phone #, disected old phone # and a new address,.

d.rec{-ory If you want to get your newsletter and calendaehwyail please let us know your e-mail
date address as well. Please let Gloria know by Jan. 18.

Annual Year end reports: These reports are needed from the following pefquléhe Annual Report:
Pastor, Council President, WELCA Reports, Worshi@l&ir, Property, Fellowship, Treas. Report,
Building & Grounds, Memorial Fund and Mission’skdsorce.




Mission Task Force m
Boxes of Hope Continuing Missionfor the Emergency Assistance Office. 7 K

Items that are in the greatest demand are:
All-purpose cleaning products & Bathroom cleaners

Dish soap Laundry Detergent
Toilet paper Toothpaste Sharop
Men & Women Deodorant Body wash (ndiar soap)

These items can not be purchased with the SNAP card (food stamps)

POINSETTIA MISSION Project for December
As of December 20 the following amounts have bemrated to
these 3 charities:
Monroe Co. Ministerial Assoc.42500
Lutheran World Disaster Reli&240.00
Monroe.Q\est Program $40.00
Thank you to everyone for helplng with the missitms year.

Thank you to all those who helped ring the bells fothe Salva-
tion Army on Dec. 12 and Dec. 22With your gift of time; 90% of
the donations collected on that day will stay infvime Co. to help
many families.

Helping Hands Christmas BasketsThank you to everyone who
helped with purchasing the Jell-o for the ChristiBaskets.



Altar Guild: Colleen Putnam & Gloria Smallwood
Jan. 7 Worship Assistant: Gail Cieu
Ushers/Greeters: 2?2?27
Lector: Gail Clouse
Jan. 14 Worship Assistant: Marilyn \bfs
Ushers/Greeters:  ????
Lector Marilyn Woods
Jan 21 Worship Assistant: Marilyn \bbs
Ushers/Greeters:  ??7??
Lector Marilyn Woods
Jan. 28 Worship Assistant: Anita Sioms
Annual Ushers/Greeters: ??77?
Meeting Lector: Anita Simmons
Schedule for January
Jan. 7 Grayson light & put out the cadles
Morgan collect communiorups
Jan. 14 Nikko light & put out the cadles
Lydia collect communiorups
Jan. 21 Sophie light & put out the calles
Parker collect communiotups
Jan. 28 Morgan light & put out the cadles
Eli collect communion cgp

To Be Announced

Acolyte Refresher Training: We
would like all of our youth to join Pastor
Nancy after worship on Jan. 7 for a
refresher on being an acolyte. Especial
encourage anyone who would like to
start being an acolyte.
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The concept of an usher is not new. In the Oldarasnt,
there were positions addressed as "Doorkeepers" or
"Gatekeepers", and their roles were very similar.
(2 Kings 22:4) (1 Chronicles 9:17-27) (Psalms 8)![10
Jesus' disciples could be considered ushers, isethge that they:
- Prepared the way for Jesus

Kept order among those listening to Christ

Served food to the audience

Cleaned up after a service, such asRéeding of the Five Thousand

WE NEED YOUR HELP AS USHERS FOR THIS COMING YEAR.
Your most of the role of St. Paul usher would be

To greet everyone as they arrived.

Hand out and collect the bulletins

Collect the offering

Help usher folks to communion

Take attendance on clip board

Please prayerful consider helping with this miryistr
You can sign up starting Jan. 7.

What is a
Lector?

Scripture itself tells us that God'’s
Word is living and

active. The lector serves an
important role to God and the Church
as one who reads the Scripture lesso
during the worship service.

Please consider helping with this
important ministry by being a lec-
tor this year.

Sign up will be available Jan 7.
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EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE OFFICE HOURS: Monday 9:30 —11:30 am & 1-3 pm
Wednesday 10 am—Noon & 1—3 pm Friday 9 am—Noon

&om WEB SITE: Check out St. Paul's Web site at http://www.splalbrg.
"@? You will find our newsletters, calendar and reciBkase send the office anything y
=== would like to share on our web site.

% Radio BroadcastSt. Paul'sworship service is broadcast each Sunday on
=¥, KIIC (96.7 FM ) during their Sunday Son—Up prograstarting at 8:00 am.
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