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Crossings

“Making known
God’s deeds
among us.”
Isaiah 12:4
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Our
Mission Statement
Called by Christ
to love
God & neighbor
through deepening
prayer,
broadening fellowship,
and expanding
worship.

“In this is love, not that
we loved God but that
he loved us and sent
his Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for
our sins. Beloved, since
God loves us so much,
we also ought to love
one another.”
I John 4:10-11

February 2021

From the Pastor
….What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer. (ELW 742)
“You want me to do what?” “I don’t know how to pray. Where do I start? “
Have you ever been asked to pray in front of a group and your stomach did a
flip flop? Or you could feel your face turn red? Praying is one of the hallmarks of
Christian living. There are many ways of praying: alone, together, in worship,
before a meal, at bedtime. Yet, some of us feel inadequate to pray out loud.
What if I say the wrong thing? Or, maybe it is too short, or too long… There are
many reasons why we don’t feel as though we should pray for or with others.
This Lenten season we will use our Midweek Lenten Wednesdays series to
talk about and practice praying. In his book A Beginners Guide to Prayer, Richard
Beckman, a pastor in Minneapolis, suggests that, “Prayer is the response to an
invitation that comes from God, to be part of a loving relationship with the
one who made us.” Yes, we are the ones to move our lips, but it is God who makes
our prayer possible. God is the one who invites us to carry everything to him.
Everything- our joys, our sorrows, our doubts, our pain, our sins and griefs
to bear.
Each week we will talk about prayer in the Bible, in the early church, and in
our own lives. And we will try out different ways to pray. Then we will spend time
with scripture and prayer as we close out the evening. Our time together will be
over Zoom, Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. I will send out the Zoom invitation each
week, so please email me to request the invitation, revspl@windstream.net.
If you are not able to join us Wednesday evenings, I invite you to find a way
to include a time of prayer during this Lenten season. In his letter to the
Thessalonians, Paul described life in the Christian community this way, “Rejoice
always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus for you” (1Thess 5:16-18). When we realize prayer is about our
relationship with God, we will come to understand that God does not just listen to
our words, but welcomes our whole lives- thoughts, words, and actions.
May the days of Lent be a gift to grow deeper into a relationship with the one
who is our precious Savior, still our refuge.
In his arms he’ll take and shield you, you will find a solace there. AMEN!
Midweek Lenten Wednesdays
February 24, March 3, 10, 17, 24 at 6:30 p.m. over Zoom
Pastor Karen Ullestad

Drive—In Worship
Parking starts at 9:30 am
Worship Starts at 10:00 am
Complete Order of Worship with Holy Communion

TUNE your car radio to 107.7 FM
Hymns will be played by our organists: Veronica Fuhs and Karen Witte.
Pastor Karen Ullestad will be leading our worship and the hymns.

=========================================================================
COLD WEATHER DRIVE-IN WORSHIP
As we continue with our Drive-In Worship, our set-up will be:
Greeters will be just inside the church entry; handing out the
bulletins and communion cups, as the congregation drives under
the portico to receive them.
When everyone is parked, Pastor Karen will drive under the portico and lead
worship from her car.
(Weather permitting: Pastor will try and be visible during parts of the worship service.)
(If the weather is too cold; Pastor Karen will lead worship from inside the church.)
=========================================================================
Church Cancellation Information: Look for cancellation notices on KIIC Radio-97.6 FM and
TV Channel 8-KCCI - Des Moines.
Sunday Home Devotional: is sent out via e-mail and the postal service; if you are not able to attend
the Drive-In Worship on Sunday. When the weather is so bad, that church is cancelled, everyone will
be able to use this devotional at home, for that day.
=========================================================================

RADIO Worship Options
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Albia
RADIO BROADCAST: Listen to our Drive-In worship at 8:00 am on KIIC Radio-96.7 FM
(You will hear the worship service that was recorded the previous Sunday.)
*You can also listen to this worship service on the KIIC’s web-site: If you are not able to get
reception for this radio station in your area, you can listen to it on-line.
First Lutheran Church, Chariton Pastor Richard Hutton
RADIO BROADCAST: First Lutheran Church and Christ the Servant Lutheran Church
on KIIC Radio – 96.7 FM out of Albia, IA. Sunday at 10:30 AM.
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St. Paul’s Shut-ins
Ruth Johnson

RECENT PRAYERS
Dean Bettis
Karen Pottorff

Education/
Prayer Team

Continuing Prayers
Nancy Clouse
Christine Corbine
Tim Covey
Mary Egbert
Kevin Klingbeil
Carol Mc Clure
Haley Mason
Arlys Murphy
Susan Roland
Lyle Spieler
Betty Stewart
Carla Wahl
Marian Walker
Karen Witte
Dylan Zimmerman

Home Huddle
Youth Devotional
Each week they will receive,
though their parent’s e-mail,
a lesson that follows the upcoming Sunday’s scripture
reading.

We pray for the family & friends of
Harold Benson
who died on Janauary 17.
May they find peace and comfort in the
assureance of eternal life.

Sometimes there will be video
links to watch and crafts to do.
We are hoping this will be a
easier way for families to
worship together at home and
they are able to fit it into their
busy schedules.
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Fellowship Team
Ministries
Birthday
2.
2.
5.
7.
11.
11.
12.
13.
16.
17.
22.
23.
23.
23.
28.

Carson Stocker
Kay Spieler
Greg Dorpinghaus
Bristal Dowdy
Rhonda Mason
Sophie Hemann
Joyce Tangie
Dan Stocker
Jay Heaton
Karter Spieler
Judy Van Polen
Emma Fuhs
Preston Hatfield
Richard James
Amanda Thomas

Baptismal Birthday
3.
4.
5.
7.
11.
16.
25.

Becca Mason
Talia Sherman
Veronica Fuhs
Alex Mason
Mitchel Sparks
Sharon Wilkin
Preston Hatfield

Anniversary
23.

Lana Kaldenberg &
Rob Eells

SEIA Synod Assembly Volunteers:
On May 22, 2021
our Synod will hold its annual assembly via Zoom.
St. Paul’s is looking for 2 people to attend.

Congratulations to
Jessica & Jordon McAvoy
on the birth of their son
Dean Alan
on Wednesday, January 13.
He weighed 7 lbs., 9 oz.
20 inches long.
Proud grandparents are
Ruth & Richard James.

February WELCA Meeting: On Thursday, 25 at 7:00 pm, we will have a
social ZOOM meeting. *
Your Zoom invitation will be sent to you via e-mail the week of Feb. 23rd.
Our topic to share is: baby pictures or photos of our younger selves
(under the age of 18).
We ask that we share about 5 or less photos each.
*With the cold weather and Covid; this seems to be the best way to keep everyone warm and safe
at this time.
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Church
Happenings
February 21 Zoom Meeting
after worship @ 11:30 am

2020 Annual Congregational Meeting Highlights from January 24, 2021
We would like to welcome to the council Marilyn Woods. We appreciate her willingness to serve on council.
One question that came up during the meeting was:
When can we start worshiping inside the church again?
The Council and the our Covid Task Force look at research and recommendations
from many sources: like the CDC, Monroe Co. Public Health, ELCA Church
Wide, SEIA Synod, etc. each month to determine what is the best way to keep
everyone safe and healthy.
At this time we feel that Drive-In Worship is the safest way for us to worship.
As the 2021 year progresses and the vaccine starts to be distributed, the council
will be working on options on how we can safely go back inside.
Regarding Building Usage: Council recommends no new groups/organizations or
events at this time. This will also be reviewed on a monthly basis.

2021 Council Members
Andy Fuhs, President
Ruth James, Vice-President
Amanda Thomas, Secretary
Linda Preston
Stephanie Kelley
Curtis Kelley
Carol McClure
Marilyn Woods
Hayley Dobson
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Missions Team
Ministry
OUR LENTEN MISSION
Lutheran World Relief Personal Care Kits.
Lent may be a time of waiting and darkness, but it need
not be one of inaction and hopelessness. This Lenten
season we can announce to the world that Christ gives us
a Season of Hope by putting together Lutheran World
Relief Personal Care Kits.
We will be starting this mission Feb. 17,
Ash Wednesday through April 4, Easter.
Items Needed:
1 light-weight bath size towel (20”x 40” or 52”x27”) Dark Color Best
2 or 3 bath-size bars of soap 8-9 oz.
1 adult size toothbrush in original package**
1 sturdy (wide teeth) comb
1 metal nail clippers
** Toothbrush multi-pack may be used by sealing an individual tooth brush in a
business size envelope. (No plastic bags or wraps)
(Please NEW Items only)
Hope you can help with this much needed mission; you will be helping protect
families during the COVID—19 pandemic.

January Mission Soldier boxes to Kosovo:
We have sent 7 boxes to Bryan Raskie and the
soldiers who are stationed with him.
They have received 6 boxes.
Ruth shared the following comment from Bryan:
He said everyone was super excited.
The others guys couldn't believe how much stuff
there was, they loved it. He said nobody has been getting things like this sent to them. He wanted to tell
everyone thank you so much. It made a lot of soldiers happy and a few cats and dogs.
BIG Thank You for all the donated items and the postage to send the boxes. Great way
to show our soldier how much we appreciate the sacrifice they make for us.
I want to share a story of the generosity of folks in Albia: I was sending 3 of the boxes
and someone had to wait for their turn at the Post Office. I apologized and shared why it
was taking so long. She then asked if she could pay the postage on those 3 boxes. She
wanted to do something for our service men. We live in a very giving community.
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Worship Team
Ministries
ASH WEDNESDAY Drive-In Worship

February 17 at 6:30 pm. Worship with individual
Holy Communion and imposition of ashes.
====================================================

Midweek Lenten Wednesday
This Lenten season we will use our
Midweek Lenten Wednesdays to talk about
and practice praying.
Our time together will be over Zoom,
Pastor Karen will send out the
Zoom invitation each week, please email her to request the
invitation, revspl@windstream.net.
Dates are: February 24, March 3, 10, 17, 24
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Pastor Karen will be posting a
Daily Lenten Devotion
on our Facebook page and/or
sent via E-mail. More details soon.

Lectors for February
7
Gail Clouse
14
Marilyn Woods
21
Lana Kaldenberg
28
Anita Simmons

GREETERS NEEDED:
for February
7
Lana K. & Rob Eells
14
?????
21
?????
28
?????
Contact Gloria so she can
put you on the schedule.

Special Lenten Discipline for each Sunday in Lent
We are asking everyone to bring your Bible to worship each week.
We will be looking up the scripture readings.
(They will not be included in your bulletin.)
We will be reading the whole Psalm together.
If you need a Bible, one will be provide.
(You could leave it in the car for the next week.)
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St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church
335 North Eighth Street
Albia, IA 52531

Phone: 641-932-7270
Email: splalbia@iowatelecom.net
Web Site—http://www.splalbia.org
Facebook:
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church Albia”
Office Hours: Tues.-Weds.-Thurs.
11:30 am-2:30 pm

Links:

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
The Southeast Iowa Synod of the ELCA

www.elca.org
www.seiasynod.org

“ St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church Albia”
Is our Facebook Page.
The profile picture is of our stained glass cross altar window.
Check it out; there is a lot of good information being added.

Radio Broadcast St. Paul’s worship service is broadcast each Sunday on
KIIC (96.7 FM ) during their Sunday Son—Up programs starting at 8:00 am.

