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Crossings

“Making known
God’s deeds
among us.”
Isaiah 12:4
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Pastor’s Epistle

Our
Mission Statement
Called by Christ to love
God & neighbor
through deepening prayer,
broadening fellowship,
and expanding worship.

“In this is love, not
that we loved God but
that he loved us and
sent his Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for
our sins. Beloved,
since God loves us so
much, we also ought
to love one another.”
I John 4:10-11

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
Prepare the way of the LORD! Wait and watch for the LORD is coming at a time
you least expect. So be awake! Let your lights be lit for an indeterminate amount
of time!
Yes it is a new year in the Christian calendar – it is Advent – the time of
preparation and waiting and watching. How do we prepare ourselves for the
coming of the King? What does waiting look like? What do we hope for? And
why?
We prepare because God asks us to, tells us to, commands us to prepare when
God comes. So we buy presents, we scurry and hurry around buying, baking,
planning for family and friends. But do we scurry, hurry, bake, plan and buy for
God?
Preparing for God’s coming involves a great deal of time in worship, prayer,
conversation with God by reading scripture, listening to God’s Spirit, and
experiencing God in the people we meet:
We can scurry to worship service and center our hearts and minds in our
praise to God, receive absolution for our sins, be filled with God’s grace
through communion and fellowship.
We can spend quiet time praying for others, asking for God’s guidance on
how to serve God using the gifts God gives us, and honoring God with our
thanks and praise.
We can prayerfully bake food to share with neighbors, strangers, the homebound, family and friends, and communion bread for worship.
We can plan to use our gifts to assist those in need around the world – the
hungry, the sick, the imprisoned, the naked, the lost.
We can buy clothing, food, rent, utilities, or other supplies such as school
kits, animals, and water needs for those around the world.
Make no mistake, God is coming, and we are expected to be prepared. What a
celebration there will be when God’s reign descends to earth for all time! We are
invited to attend, so let’s get about being prepared!
Walking with you along the WAY – Pr. Nancy

Advent meditation on Luke 21.25-36.

Hurry up! Peace! Be Still – Advent meditation by Pr. Nancy
“Shhhh! Peace - be still” says the Lord.
Lord I’m in a hurry – foods to bake, and
candies to make;
prayers to pray and
visitors to stay . . .
“Shhhh! Peace - be still” says the Lord.
Lord, I’m in a hurry – trees to trim and
Kids to the gym;
Church choir practices, School recitals and
Family battles. . .
“Shhhh! Peace - be still” says the Lord.
Lord, I’m in a hurry – meetings to attend, and
presents to send;
Breads to knead, many
mouths to feed. . .
“Shhhh! Peace - be still” says the Lord. . . .
“Why, Lord, why?”
I stop and cry.
“I’m tying my shoes,
I’ve got things to do!”
“Do you not see the signs, my child?”
“The world is in turmoil and
Relationships boil;
The climate is changing,
Elements are rearranging.”
“I know! I know! It scares me so!
I want to duck down, and
Stay low to the ground!”
“Shhhh! Peace - be still” says the Lord.
“Do not be afraid;
Stand up and raise your head;
For your redemption is nigh, and
Coming down from on high,
The kingdom of God is near.”
“Shhhh! Peace - be still” says the Lord.
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RECENT PRAYERS
Susan Anderson
Nate Baggett
Linda & Jim Bills
Linda Christensen
Trish Clouse
Robin Coughenour
Mary Datschefski
Betty Foster
Elaine Haugen
Ryver Lane
Behruz Charibov’s Parents
and family
Christopher Malloy
Jaxson Osmundson
Mike Randall
Ashley Reeves
Rick
Connie Rue
Susie Smith
Mitch Sullivan
Rachel Thiede
Vanessa
Heidi Williams
=============

St. Paul’s Shut-ins:
Ruth Johnson

Education/
Prayer Team

Continuing Prayers
(2016)
Anthony Allen
Pat & Gerry Anderson
Gene Dobson
Gerry Gillette
Maya Griebel
Wendy Henexson
Richard McDonoughCathy Tietje
Osmundson
Leo Oye
Dr. Marridee Randall
Leeta Sanger
Scott Sanger
Lyle Spieler
Greg Tilton
Fred Witte
(2015)
Linda Ulrich Johnson
Ella Teno

NO WELCA Bible Study
In December
The quarterly gathering
went well, with decorated
cookies going to Brees
Rest Home. Thank you to
the Kelley family for
hosting this event.
=======================================

(2014)
Sharon Glenn
Nick Griffin
Pat Mason

Continuing Prayers
Brantley Hemann
Laura Moore
Trisha Raven
=============

Our program this year will be
presented on Sunday,
December 10 during
worship.
PROGRAM Practice Dec. 3
after worship.

Comforting God, we ask for your peace and love to
embrace all the family and friends who morn the
death of
Richard C. James—Richard James’ Dad
Kirk Leshen
&
Marc Sailor—Bill Sailor’s son & Barbara Brown, Marc’s friend.
May they find consolation in the hope of the resurrection.

Roman Catholic – Lutheran Dialogue
The 3rd and final discussions of St. Paul’s Lutheran and St. Mary’s Catholic churches
based on the book “Declaration On the Way; Church, Ministry and Eucharist” will
tentatively start on Jan. 11. Watch for more information in the bulletin.
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Senior Fellowship

Fellowship Team
Ministries

Pot-luck Luncheon: Christmas potluck
lunch on Wednesday, Dec. 6 at 11 am.
Everyone is encouraged to bring a
WRAPPED white elephant gift.

WOMEN of the ELCA
Our annual tea will be on
Dec. 17 at 2 pm. Everyone is
encouraged to bring finger foods/desserts. We will have a
gift exchange: if you would like to participate please bring a
wrapped gift (in the $15-$20 range).

BRUNCH
December 17

1.
1.
1.
4.
6.
10.
11.
12.
18.
25.
30.
31.
31.

Birthday’s
Matthew Johnson
Curtis Kelley
Olivia Sherman
Bernice Butler
Cyndi Duea
Whitney Mae Thomas
Brandon Tomlin
Eric Duea
Brittany (Sparks) Flattery
Sharon Peterson
Karen Niebuhr
Broderick ( Brody) Thomas
Donna Post

Soup Lunch & Supper-Candy & Bake Sale:
FRIDAY, Dec. 8 from 11-2 pm for lunch and 5-7 for
supper. Please sign-up to donate items and to help serve.
SET UP for this event: Thurs. 12/7 @ 4 pm

Baptismal Birthday’s
1. Catherine Benson
3. Kaitlyn Spieler
20. Matthew Johnson
22. Cody Simmons
23. Dakota Kelley
23. Grayson Kelley
23. Stephanie Kelley
23. Brandon Tomlin
25. Bernice Butler
26. Emmalee Kerber
26. Anna Kerber

Congratulations to Tyler & Kelly Simmons
on the birth of their son, Viktor Lee, who
was born on Nov. 10. He weighed 6 lbs. 2 oz.
and was 18.5 inches. He was welcomed
home by his big sister Kelsey. Grandparents
are Terry & Anita Simmons. GreatGrandparents are Steve Larson and the late
Marilyn Larson.
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Anniversaries
17.
25.
27.
30.

Dan & Pat Johnson
Daryl & Bernice Butler
Greg & Jani Dorpinghaus
Terry & Anita Simmons

Candy Dipping and Packaging
Work Shops
If you want to help we will meet on
Tues. 12/5 at 5 pm to dip and wrap
the candy. (Bring centers and we will
supply the chocolate)
On Weds. 12/6 we will package all
the candy at 5 pm.
Note: If you dip the candy at home,
please bring it to the church by
Weds. 12/6 so we can package it and
price it.

Council
No Council Meeting in
December.

Congregational Annual Meeting will be January 28 after worship .
We will be having our Monthly Potluck Brunch on that day as well.

888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888

St. Paul’s Church Council is looking for congregation members to be on council, as we
have a couple empty spots. If you volunteer to be a member of the council, you can help
shape the direction of St. Paul’s, as well as help make decisions. Please let our Council
President, Kay Spieler know if you would like to join the council.
888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888

Hurricanes & Fire Disaster Help Needed
You can still help those in need by donating to Lutheran Disaster Relief through
ELCA Gift Processing Center
P.O. Box 1809
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009
Please indicate on the check memo line where you would like your donation to go:
Hurricane Harvey, US
Hurricane Irma, US
Puerto Rico Hurricane help
California or Montana Fires
or Where needed Most, US
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Mission Task Force
Boxes of Hope Continuing Mission: for the Emergency Assistance Office.
Items that are in the greatest demand are:
All-purpose cleaning products & Bathroom cleaners
Dish soap
Laundry Detergent
Toilet paper
Men & Women Deodorant
Toothpaste
Shampoo
Body wash (not bar soap)
These items can not be purchased with the SNAP card (food stamps)
========================================================================================
Special Thank Offering for Albia Ministerial Assoc. total was $331.00. This will help those in Monroe County
who struggle with finances throughout the year. Thank you for your support in this much needed ministry.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Month of December Mission Project

POINSETTIA MISSION
On Dec. 3 you will be able to help decorate a tree with a poinsettia. The charities that we chose for your
support this year are: Monroe Co. Emergency Assistance, Lutheran World Relief and Monroe County Nest
Program.
Here's how it works: Each poinsettia comes with a gift tag.
1. On the front of the tag, check one or more of the 3 selections offered.
(If choosing more than one, tell us how much money goes to each entity).
2. Then at the bottom, write the name of the person for whom you are memorializing or honoring.
3. Put the card and your check/money in the envelope provided, and deposit them in the Mission’s Christmas wrapped box.
The missions committee will keep track of the money and send it to the appropriate entity per your instructions.
4. Put your poinsettia on the Christmas tree in the fellowship hall.

==================================================================================

Please sign-up to help ring the Salvation Army Bells at Jim & Charlie’s on Saturday, Dec. 2 from 9 am—6 pm and
again on Friday, Dec. 22 from 1 pm—6 pm in one hour shifts. Ninety percent (90%) of funds raised remain in Albia to
be disbursed through the Albia Ministerial Emergency Assistance fund.
**** Still need people to sign– up for Dec. 2, we have 6 spots open.
Thank you to everyone who filled up the shifts on Dec. 22.

Helping Hands Christmas Baskets: This year Helping Hands is asking different
churches for specific items to bring for the Christmas Baskets. St. Paul’s will be donating all the Jell-o. They need about 230 boxes (one for each baskets). We currently
have 50 boxes. They have asked for green & red Jell-o. Please bring the Jell-o to the
church by Dec. 10.
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Worship Servers
Altar Guild: Linda Preston & Gloria Smallwood

Worship Team
Ministries

Dec. 3

Worship Assistant:
Ushers/Greeters:
Lector:

Gail Clouse
Spieler Family
Gail Clouse

Dec. 10
Christmas
Program

Worship Assistant:
Ushers/Greeters:
Lector

Marilyn Woods
Spieler Family
Marilyn Woods

Dec. 17

Worship Assistant:
Ushers/Greeters:
Lector

Marilyn Woods
Andy Fuhs
Marilyn Woods

Dec. 24 AM
Christmas
Eve

Worship Assistant:
Ushers/Greeters:
Lector:

Anita Simmons
??????
Anita Simmons

Dec. 24 PM
Christmas
Eve

Worship Assistant:
Ushers/Greeters:
Lector:

Marilyn Woods
??????
Marilyn Woods

Dec. 3

Dec. 31
Healing
Worship

Worship Assistant:
Ushers/Greeters:
Lector

Marilyn Woods
??????
Marilyn Woods

Dec. 17

Practice

Dec. 10
Practice &
Performance
NO Practice

Dec. 24
NO Practice
(performance to be announced)
Dec. 31
NO Practice

Schedule for December
Dec. 3

Morgan light & put out the candles
Grayson collect communion cups

Dec. 10

Lydia light & put out the candles
Nikko collect communion cups

Dec. 17

Parker light & put out the candles
Sophie collect communion cups

Dec. 24

??? light & put out the candles
??? collect communion cups

Dec. 31

??? light & put out the candles
??? collect communion cups

Sunday Worship on
December 24
we will have a 9:00 am
(4th Sunday in Advent)
And
an evening candle light
worship at 6:30 pm.
Lessons & Carols with
Holy Communion.

Advent Evening Worship services will
be on Thursday this year at 6:30 pm.
Dec. 7
Dec. 14
Dec. 21
Holden Evening Prayer Service.
Please join us.

Healing Worship—Dec. 31 @ 9:00 am
Everyone is welcome to this healing service that will
include the laying on of hands, anointing with oil, and
individual prayers. All of us experience illness, mental
fatigue, and/or spiritual disillusionment in our lives
from time to time. Here is an opportunity to present
yourself to the Lord and receive the healing God
intends for you. Great way to start of the New Year.
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St. Paul's Lutheran Church
335 North Eighth Street
Albia, IA 52531

Phone: 641-932-7270
Email: splalbia@iowatelecom.net

Web Site—http://www.splalbia.org
Office Hours: Tues.-Weds.-Thurs.
9 am-2 pm

Place Mailing Label Here

Get your newsletter by e-mail and in color. Send your e-mail address to the church office.

Links:

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
The Southeast Iowa Synod of the ELCA

www.elca.org
www.seiasynod.org

EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE OFFICE HOURS: Monday 9:30 –11:30 am & 1-3 pm
Wednesday 10 am—Noon & 1—3 pm
Friday 9 am—Noon
=============================================================================================

WEB SITE:Check out St. Paul’s Web site at http://www.splalbia.org.
You will find our newsletters, calendar and recipe. Please send the office anything you would like to
share on our web site.
Radio Broadcast St. Paul’s worship service is broadcast each Sunday on
KIIC (96.7 FM ) during their Sunday Son—Up programs starting at 8:00 am.
Tuesday, Dec. 5: Trinity Methodist Church Christmas Luncheon from 11 am – 1 pm
Free will donation. They will have rolls and coffee at 8 am.
Craft & Bake Sale from 8 am – 6 pm.

St. Paul’s Soup Luncheon & Supper
Friday, Dec. 8 from 11 am—1 pm & 5 pm—7 pm
Home made Chocolates, Candy and Baked items for sale from
11 am—7 pm. Soup choices are: chicken noodle, vegetable beef
and chili with home made desserts to satisfy your sweet tooth.
First Iowa State Bank invites everyone to our Christmas Open House on Friday,
December 15, 2017 from
9:00 AM to 3:00 PM. Again, this year, guests may designate the church of their
choice so that First Iowa State Bank may make a contribution of $2.00 per signature.
Cookies and coffee will be served.
People’s State Bank Open House is Friday, December 15 from 9 am to 3 pm. Join them for cookies and coffee while
you visit.

